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7._ITHER Temporaturcs averaged near normal for the week, with rather warm wcathor

during the first 2 to 3 days, and cool t_eather later. I_odorato to heavy rain

or _ct snow fell over the eastern half of the State Thursday, but precipitation was

only light to moderato over the v_ostcrn half. Snowfall averaged from 5 to 7 inches

over a bolt extending from the Hastings=Geneva area northeastw_d and northtvard almost
to the State border.

CROPS Spring planting was delayed further in the eastern tt'ro-thirds of the statc

from the heavy precipitation. I&qd it not been for the ho,_vy rain and snc_",,

most of the spring grain would have been seeded. But as a r_ sult, only 54','_of the

oats, 37% of the barlcy and 70% of the spring _noat vras seeded up to last Saturday.
Loss than 1/3 of the potatoes worc planted in eastern Nebraska

Winter tJheat in much of the eastern third of the state that showed up green after

the thaw and turned brovm by the close of }{arch, l_s made no recovery and is absolu-
tely gone. While practically all _,intor wheat in the eastern third of the state is

damaged, the area of groato_tdamage extends from Clay, Fillmore and Saline Counties

northeastu_ardly to Platte, Dodge and Saunders Counties. In the center of this area,

the abandonment vAll be exceedingly heavy. Gnerally that which will be left is thin

and cannot yield satisfactorily.

No doubt the loss of tsintcr _'_oat _,ms duc to a combination of factors. It is

apparent horrover, that ice alone did not kill _oat because in the worst damaged arcus

_'hcat on the tcrracos whore soil conservation is practices _as not [_llcd. Also on

level fields, back furro_s from disking which raised the ground a little higher, the

_rhoat _Jas not killed, v_hilo bctween the raised places wheat was dead. The heavy rain

carly in January, saturated the soil conplctely, excluding all air and the freezing

rain _bo&t the 23rd of Janu;ry formed an ice coatin G on this trater-logged, frozen

sell rrh_ch _as covered by snow later in January, that preserved the ice for a month

or more, excluding all air. The most complete ki&l of ranter wheat occurred in the

lower spots of the fields. On terraces and back furro_s, t_hcat survived much bettor

because of the drainage since it had the same amount of ice covering as the balance

of the field. Hotzovor, there were other spots _'_here the ficld could have drained a_

whore wh_t was killed out just as badly. Also, low temperatures after wheat had

lost its v_intor-hardinoss is a factor. _1_oat covered by sno_ along the snot[ fences

generally survived. V_qere the so il-_'_as saturated t_ith olsturo, this tcgcthcr _zlth

thc ice coating excluded all air and was about the ecuivc_lcnt of standing _.,_tcr. In

1917, the situation was exactly the opposite being a_dry winter with loose "soil, high

t_inds and lo_[ temperatures. That ,._Anter the only td&oat that survived in ca'stern Neb-

raska _J/asthe cxtremo southeastern area _hcre the ice coating was the heaviest.

Somc of the alfalfa, o_pecially the older stands, suffered severe damage from
_'_inter-hill and much of it will have to be abandoned sooner or later if not.n_,_. The

damage is greatest in the some area _hero the _intc_-kill of wheat was the hcavicst.

Most of the balance of the unpicked corn _was b_rvos_cd last week. The preparation of

land and pleating of boots and pcas for canning continues in _estorn Nobrasl_a. Far-

mors indica'te the planting of considerable safflowc# in Kimball and Morrill Counties.

The flat land botu'_ecn Salinc and Sc_ rd Counties wos_._ard to Clay and Hamilton Coun-

hies has many ponds of _ratcr in thc low places. The're arc literally thousands of

duc!_s on thosc oonds of water. Shcltorbolts _r,:ro dama&ed badly by _,dntor snow storlus.

.
L_.VE_TOCk Pastures arc a little late booausc tompcraturos have not boon high cnough.

Apparently, there arc many cattle on feed'in the farm feed lots _n oasto_'n

Nebraska v_hc_'o there is largo quantitics of corn on the farm.
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PRECIPITATION FOR VPEK ENDING APRIL 15, 1949

I

HIGIIEST "d'D Lg_EST TB PFP.+TURES ( for 24 hours ending
April
12th 13th 14th 16th 16th 17th 18th

_ax }/fin}_LaxMin }_ax Min }_ax Nin }_x }_in Nax Min }_ax Min

_W¢ Chadron + 76 39 69 42 44 33 50 23 63 31 72 60 22
Scottsbluff 73 32 76 42 54 30 48 24 61 33 74 34 62 30

Sidney 69 30 77 38 47 30 48 21 60 29 73 33 64 27
N-C Burwell 66 42 ........

Valentine 72 43 73 42 49 32 48 23 54 33 72 41 56 24

NE Norfolk 64 43 74 48 - - 41 31 47 29 62 44 56 29

Sioux City 68 34 76 43 74 38 40 31 46 27 58 28 45 28

Cen. Gran_ _s_an_ 62 40 72 42 65 32 40 28 46 33 70 44 59 28

E-C Lincoln 65 41 72 50 76 37 49 34 48 33 67 39 58 31

Omaha 65 40 73 49 74 40 48 33 46 31 62 45 58 31

_V H ayes Center 65 36 79 44 55 32 49 25 60 30 77 43 65 31
North Platte 66- 39 79 44 54 32 49 26 60 33 75 43 57 27

I_ATHER BUREAU TELEGPf_PHIC REPORT OF PRECIPITATION FOR _EK ENDING APRIL 18 , 1949

Eastern Division Eastern Div.,, Conrad. Central Division Western Division

Albion .94 Hastings .97 B token Bow .17 Alliance ,21

Auburn .68 Lincoln .65 Bumvell Chadron .29

Beatrice .94 Norfolk .54 Cambridge .06 Culbertson T

Columbus .78 Oakdale .97 Holdrege .61 Hayes Center.06
Fairbury .56 Omaha .34 North Loup .82 Kimball -

Fairmont ,40 Red Cloud .55 North Platte .16 Scottsbluff ,17

Falls City ,90 St. Paul 1.05 O'Neill .77 Sidney .04

Fremont .60 Tekamah .78 Ravenna 1.09
Grand Island.94 T_kefield Valentine .23

Hartington .99 York 1.08

Average this week

Total since April I

_ormal since April 1

0.78 0.49 0.13

1.30 1.12 0.49

1.27 1.18 1,00


